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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 8, 2020

Greetings:

Welcome to Paine College for the 2020 Evelyn G. Etheridge Conference on the
Harlem Renaissance! We are delighted that you are joining us this year for the
first virtual conference. Unfortunately, the circumstances of the COVID-19
pandemic do not allow us to gather in person. However, that does not dampen
our spirits as we pause to celebrate the centennial of that great period in history
known as the Harlem Renaissance.

This also marks the 23" year that the Paine College community has come
together to celebrate this movement. The annual Conference is an important
part of the life of the College. The study of this period in history is consistent
with the College’s Ethical and Spiritual Value which emphasizes “an
appreciation of heritage.” Conferences such as this one extend learning beyond
the boundaries of traditional classroom experiences and provide opportunities
for engaged scholarship for students.

The theme for this year’s Conference, “Reawakening Black Consciousness in
the 21% Century,” is a timely one, especially amidst the unrest and uncertainty
that our country is experiencing. Through scholarly presentations, panel
discussions, and other activities, participants will explore the legacy of the
movement and how it is relevant today. We are honored that Dr. Mary Schmidt
Campbell, the 10" President of Spelman College, scholar of art and culture, and
author whose most recently published book is An American Odyssey: The Life
and Work of Romare Bearden, will be the Keynote Speaker for the Conference.

To all who share the spirit of inquiry and are eager for the pursuit of high things,
we offer a hearty Paine College welcome.

Best wishes for a successful conference!

Sincerely,

/Aﬁfz)/éﬂ;w/ P/

Cheryl Evans Jones, Ph.D.
President

1235 Fifteenth Street
Augusta, GA 30901
Phone: (706) 821-8230
Fax: (706) 821-8333
WWW.PAINE.EDU A College of The United Methodist Church and the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church




OFFICE OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

October 19, 2020

PAI N E Dear Conference Participants:
E:

Greetings and welcome to Paine College for the 23" Evelyn G. Ethridge
Conference on the Harlem Renaissance! We are pleased that you have chosen to
join us virtually for this scholarly, enlightening and celebratory event.

We are indeed proud that this marks the 23" year that Paine College and the
Augusta community have joined together to pay tribute to the growing African
American culture which includes creative arts from the period of the Harlem
Renaissance.

This annual conference has become a significant component of the college to
bring to the community events that are consistent with the ethical and spiritual
values of the college. This conference represents an extension of learning beyond
the boundaries of the traditional classroom and now virtual classrooms. This
conference will give our students, as well as other conference participants, the
opportunity to experience this period and to expand their appreciation of its
contributions.

Through virtual presentations, virtual panel discussions and other activities, the
participants will explore this year’s theme, * Centennial Reflections on the
Harlem Renaissance: Reawakening the Black Consciousness in the 21
Century.”

We welcome each of you and best wishes for a successful virtual conference.

(A E Mot

Curtis Martin, Ph. D.
Provost and Vice President of
Academic Affairs and Student Affairs

1235 Fifteenth Street
Augusta, GA 30901
Phone: (706) 821-8233
Fax: (706) 821-8354

WWW.PAINE.EDU A College of The United Methodist Church and the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church
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II ll Spelman College,

Mary Schmidt Campbell, Ph.D., Tenth President, Spelman College A Choice to Change the World

>

On Aug. 1, 2015, Dr. Mary Schmidt Campbell began
her tenure as the 10th president of Spelman College. A
leading liberal arts college for women of African
descent, Spelman has long enjoyed a reputation as the

nation’s leading producer of Black women scientists.
Before coming to Spelman, Dr. Campbell served as
dean of the Tisch School of the Arts at New York
University for over two decades. Dr. Campbell began
her professional career in New York at the Studio
Museum in Harlem, followed by a stint as New York
City’s cultural affairs commissioner. She was
appointed by President Barack Obama to be vice chair
of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities in 2009.

During her Spelman tenure, Dr. Campbell has

launched Imagine. Invent. Ascend, a bold new strategic
vision for the College that builds on Spelman's
legendary legacy to educate Black women for the 21st
century. Her focus has been on ensuring that every
Spelman student graduates with a competitive edge,
expanding Spelman’s strategic partnerships, deepening
its excellence in STEM, wedding that strength to art,
innovation and technology, and expanding signature
academic programs that leverage Spelman's scholarly
and creative excellence.

Dr. Campbell received her B.A. in English literature
from Swarthmore College. She earned her master’s in
art history as well as her Ph.D. in humanities from
Syracuse University. She holds honorary degrees from
several colleges including her alma mater,
Swarthmore. Having recently completed a book, "An
American Odyssey: The Life and Work of Romare
Bearden," she is the recipient of the 2018 Hooks
National Book Award and is a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. She serves on the
boards of The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the J. Paul
Getty Trust, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation,
and the High Museum of Art in Atlanta.



Dr. Lola Richardson Nancy Wellington Bookhart Jeffrey Jones Heba Elziebair Fred Agbemade
Founder, Conference on Conference Chair Conference Co-chair Admin Coordinator Marketing
the Harlem Renaissance

Colleagues, Partners, and Co-workers in the field of humanity:

It is our extreme pleasure to have you witness and to partake of these rich assemblies of knowledge. We have been
working extremely hard to ensure that you will benefit from every event, session, presenter, and forum that has
been prepared with you in mind. This year marks the Centennial of the Harlem rebirth. This period in the history of
the African American community was a necessary emergence of the truth of a people whose identities had been
snatched and consumed by industry. It was a time to decry the stereotypes of history by reordering said history in
its pronouncement of the New Negro. Many have stated of this period that there was no real rebirth. These
individuals claim that there was never an original birth, and therefore it is erroneous to call this state a renaissance.
Our position is antithetical, in that the state of the Negro before the Harlem birthing was its original birth as
invention. Slavery itself acted as the original birth in America. After the Emancipation Proclamation, the
characterology of the freed slaves was shaped by a racist agenda eventually concretizing the black race as
intellectually defective and socially valueless, unable to think and contemplate the world. The advent of the New
Negro Movement caused a paradigmatic shift of subjectivity and the Negro begin to see herself/himself, as Dubois
stated in The Souls of Black Folk, as having some semblance of power, value, though veiled. This is a moment, not
of chance, but strategic orchestration, and so should be forever marked as the starting place of a new beginning
and has to this day been the precedence of the birthing of a new world. Though we are aware that the race crisis in
America still perseverates, we are confident that these recognitions and vibrations of revolution will move us
continuously and perpetually in the direction of the founding of still greater victories.
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TOWNHALL
MEETING

October 29, 2020

12:45-2:00 P.M.
A COMMUNITY FORUM

Commentator: Dee Griffin, WJBF
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PRESENTATION OF PAPERS PRESENTERS
12:05—1:15p.m.

Moderator: Dr. Eronii Egbujor

Tamika Sterrs-Howard, Ph.D.

Adjunct Professor of Music Appreciation

Lanier Technical College

Title: “Langston Hughes as Musicologist”

Reverend Lerone J. Wilder, Ph.D.

Adjunct Instructor of African American Studies
University of South Carolina Upstate in Spartanburg
Title: “An Investigation of the Influence of Seminary
Education on Social Activism by Black Baptist
Pastors in Greenville, South Carolina”

Professor Teri Burnette, M.F.A.

Paine College

Chair, Department of Media Studies

Title: “Birth of a Nation Query: Responses Past and Present”

PAINE COLLEGE STUDENT SESSION

1:45-2:20 p.m.

Moderator: Professor Beth Siciliano

Hezekiah Hartry

Title: “The African American Media Portrayal
And its Importance: An Essay on Media Contro
Women in History Class at Paine College
Instructor: Professor Kimberly Baxter

|//

Title: “Hard Times and Dollar Signs of The Harlem Renaissance Woman

Tierra Smith, Hezekiah Hartry
Jamie Harris

Instructor: Professor Beth Siciliano
Title: Zora Neale Hurston’s “Sweat”

11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Harlem Renaissance Chapel Assembly
CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY SPEAKER: Doris Wellington
Independent Scholar, Author, Poet

12:05-1:15 p.m.
PRESENTATIONS OF PAPERS

1:20-1:40 p.m.
Dance Performance
A Creative Symphoni Dance Group

1:45-2:20 p.m.
Paine College Student Session
Moderator: Professor Beth Siciliano

2:25-2:45 p.m.
Theatrical Performance
Samuel Fudge

2:45-3:30 p.m.

CONFERENCE KEYNOTE SESSION
Moderator: Dr. Marci Middleton
INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

Dr. Cheryl Evans Jones

President

Paine College

Solo Performance, Quineice Wellington
CONFERENCE KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dr. Mary Schmidt Campbell
President

Spelman College

3:40-4:15 p.m.

OPERA CONCERT

Johnnie Felder, Tenor

Indra Thomas, Soprano
Washington Isaac Holmes, Baritone
Rosalyn Floyd, Accompanist

4:20-5:00 p.m.
DISCOURSE on Frank Yerby
Modorator: Professor Jeffrey Jones

Dr. Matthew Teutsch



PRESENTATION OF PAPERS PRESENTERS
9:30-10:25a.m.

Moderator: Dr. Lola Richardson

Sharon Honore, Ph.D.

Associate Professor Department of Communication

Art, Theatre, and Music

University of the Virgin

“Influence of the Caribbean on American Radical
Thought in the Harlem Renaissance Era: Hubert Harrison
and Black Lives Matter”

Daniel, Lackey, Ph.D.

“An Old Woman v. An Old Negro Woman:

Eudora Welty Declines to ‘Crusade.” “

Rhonda McCoy

Paine College

Information Curriculum Specialist

“Appreciation to Appropriation and Everything in Between”
Alfred Williams, Ph.D.

Paine College

Assistant Professor of Philosophy

9:30-10:25 a.m.

OPENING SESSION

Moderator: Dr. Lola Richardson
Welcome and Purpose

Professor Nancy Wellington Bookhart
Pianist Michael Johnson

PRESENTATIONS OF PAPERS

10:25-10:35 a.m.
Harlem Rebirthed Interlude
Solo Performance: Nefertiti Robinson

10:35-11:05 a.m.

Moderator: Dr. Gloria Bennet

Introduction of Speaker: Dr. Lula Wright Williams
CONFERENCE GUEST SPEAKER

Dr. Belinda Wheeler

Director, Center for Social Justice

Director, Pathways from Prison Program

Claflin University

11:10-11:25 a.m.
SPOKEN WORD PERFORMANCE
Travis Wright, Upriseenterprise

11:30-11:45 a.m.
Liturgical Dance
Walter Thomas

11:50 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Paine College Academic Roundtable
Black Academia Matters in Higher Education

Chair and Moderator: Dr. Tamika Sterrs-Howard
PANELISTS: Dr. Faith Prather, Dr. Sonya Donaldson
Student Panelist: Benjamin Porter, Yasmine Bayor



12:35-12:40 p.m.

Harlem Renaissance Interlude
Soloist: Georgia Proctor

12:45-2:00 p.m.
TOWNHALL MEETING: The Legacy of the Harlem Renaissance
Commentator: Dee Griffin, WIBF
CONTRIBUTORS
Rev. Dr. George C. Miller, lll- Pastor, Elim Baptist Church
Marshall Abuwi, Professor of History at Augusta University
Great-Grandson of Booker T. Washington
Kevin Grogan ,Director, Morris Museum of Art
Jordan Johnson, District One Commissioner-Elect of Augusta-Richmond County
Nefertiti Robinson, Vocalist, VoxNBass,
Committee member, the Augusta Race Riots 50th Anniversary Committee
Morris Porter, Vice President and Youth Director of the National Action Network of the CSRA
Hezekiah Hartry, Paine College History Major

2:05-2:45 p.m.

Harlem Renaissance Literary Roundtable
Harlem Renaissance Interlude
A Dramatization
“The Creation” a selection from God’s Trombones
by James Weldon Johnson
Amelia Scruggs
Chair and Moderator: Professor Tammy Thomas
Finding the Soul of Black Folk in the
Diaspora of the Great Migration and the
Poetic Voice that Ensued

3:00-3:45 p.m.
JAZZ CONCERT: Karen Gordon & Friends

3:50-4:30 p.m.
CLOSING CONFERENCE SESSION
Moderator: Dr. Fred Agbemade
Solo Performance
Conference Speaker: Professor Jeffrey Jones



CONFERENCE GUEST SPEAKER
Apostle Doris Wellington

Former American University student (1981-1984), and independent scholar, Doris Wellington, third of
eleven children, was born in Bullhead Township, North Carolina to migrant sharecroppers. She is a
minister, author, poet, playwright, dream analyst, inspirational life coach and motivational speaker She
was ordained to ministry (1987) under the auspices of Mt. Calvary Holy Churches of America, where
she served in the capacities of local, state, and regional youth minister from 1975-1984. She was
president of the International Youth Conferences of churches from 1984-1987. She has ministered in
more than 35 of the United States and conducted ten ministry tours abroad, presented a yearlong
series on London radio, entitled, “Inspiring Life on the Air”, as well as founded and facilitated numerous
transformative life conferences over the years throughout the country.

She founded and served as the pastor or director of several ministries: including, but not limited to:
Greater Life Christian Ministries, May Park Community Youth Initiative and Christian Women
Challenged (Augusta, GA, 987-1992 and Atlanta, 1 993-1996), the Jesus Mpact, Milwaukee, WI, 2009-
2013; and presently, The University of Jesus Christ Joint Schools of Ministry; a teaching forum
consisting of 12 interdisciplinary schools of ministry. She was pastor of New Friendship Baptist Church,
Atlanta, GA., 4/1998-99.

From 2010- 2012, she was director of Faith Alive in Five, a partnership initiative with the MPD to create
sustainable programs for the underserved communities in Milwaukee’s District 5.

She writes and publishes under her own independent publishing imprint, Dwelling Places Worldwide,
which she founded 2017 and currently has a total of 25 books in various genres listed on Amazon.com
and other sites.




Belinda Wheeler, PhD, is an Associate Professor of English at Claflin University and
founding Director of Claflin’s Pathways from Prison program. The program is housed
in Claflin’s Center for Social Justice, which Wheeler also directs. Wheeler’s latest
publication is Heroine of the Harlem Renaissance and Beyond: Gwendolyn
Bennett’s Selected Writings (co-edited with Louis J. Parascandola; Penn State UP,
2018). Her acclaimed research on Bennett lead her on a national book tour that
included the  NYPLUs Schomburg Center for Research in  Black
Culture. Wheeler started her professional career at Paine College in 2011 and was
the recipient of the Vulcan Materials Teaching Excellence Award in 2014. She is
delighted to return to Paine College and share her Bennett research with conference
participants.



Matthew Teutsch is the Director of the Lillian E. Smith Center at Piedmont
College. He maintains Interminable Rambling, a blog about literature,
composition, culture, and pedagogy. He has published articles and book reviews
in various venues including LEAR, MELUS, Mississippi Quarterly, African American
Review, Callaloo, and Black Perspectives. His research focus is African American,
Southern, and Nineteenth Century American literature. He is the editor of
Rediscovering Frank Yerby: Critical Essays (UPM 2020), and his current project
examines Christopher Priest's run on Black Panther. Follow him on Twitter
@SilasLapham.



Jeffrey Lanier Jones received his B.A. degree in English from Paine
College in 2001 and M.A. degree in English from Clark Atlanta
University in 2005. He has completed some doctoral work at
Purdue University. His research interests are in 19th Century
American and African-American Literature, specifically focusing
on trauma, memory, religion, and identity formation within
antebellum and postbellum slave narratives.



Dr. Tamika Sterrs-Howard

Chair and Moderator

Dr. Tamika Sterrs-Howard is an adjunct
professor in Music Appreciation and
Music Theory at Lanier Technical
College and the University of North
Georgia. She earned her Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Music Theory from
the University of Georgia, her Master’s
degree in Music Theory from Georgia
State University, and her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Flute Performance from
Spelman College.

ROUNDTABLE
Black Academia

Matters in Higher Education

Dr. Faith Prather

Dr. Faith Prather is Professor Emerita of the
State University of New York at Brockport
until her retirement in 2018. She earned
her PhD in Counselor Education from the
University at Buffalo and her bachelor’s
degree in secondary education from
Fredonia State College. She is a member of
the Delta Kappa Gamma International
Society, an educational honorary
organization for women educators. She was
a recipient of Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching in 1999.

LITERARY ROUNDTABLE
Finding the Soul of Black Folk in the Diaspora of the
Great Migration and the Poetic Voice that Ensued

Professor Tammy Thomas
Chair and Moderator

Tammy Thomas is an English and
Reading instructor at Augusta Technical
College in Augusta Georgia. She earned
her Bachelor of Arts Degree in
English with a Minor in Spanish and a
Master of Arts Degree in English from
Georgia Southern University. She has
published a handful of poems in small
magazines of the arts and has written
several unpublished novellas

Dr. Sonya Donaldson

Dr. Sonya Donaldson is Associate
Professor of English at New Jersey
City University. She earned her Ph.D.
in English from the University of

Virginia. In addition to a digital
humanities project, “Singing the
Nation,” Dr. Donaldson is also

completing a book manuscript,
Memory, History, and the Echoes of
Diaspora, which examines
autobiographical narratives, music,
and performances by Black writers
and artists.

TOWNHALL MEETING
What They Left Behind
The Legacy of the Harlem Renaissance

Dee Griffin, Anchor WJBF
Townhall Meeting Commentator



Dr. Tamika Sterrs-Howard currently is an
adjunct professor in Music Appreciation
and Music Theory at Lanier Technical
College and Brenau University,
respectively. She has been a teacher of
music and general education for 18 years.
She has a Bachelor’s degree from Spelman
College in flute performance, a Master’s
degree from Georgia State University in
Music Theory, and a Doctorate degree
from the University of Georgia in Music
Theory.

The Reverend Dr. Lerone Jonathan Wilder is a
minister-educator-scholar who serves as Adjunct
Instructor of African American Studies at the
University of South Carolina Upstate in
Spartanburg, SC. He is also a licensed and
ordained minister in the National Baptist tradition,
currently serving as Stated Supply Pastor of the
historic  Mattoon Presbyterian  Church in
Greenville, SC. He is a 2010 honor graduate of the
Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta,
GA, where he earned a Master of Divinity (M.Div.)
degree. Dr. Wilder earned a Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) degree in Interdisciplinary Studies at Union
Institute & University in June 2019.

Rhonda McCoy is a Reference and
Instruction Librarian at Paine College with
more than 20 years experience in research,
virtual learning and grants. She also commits
herself to developing initiatives that advance
women of color in leadership in the library
and the world. She did her undergraduate
studies in Psychology and received her
Master's in Instructional Technology and
conducted studies at the Ph.D level in
Instructional Design for Online Learning.

A reporter by trade, Dan Lackey has worked as
a free-lancer or staff writer at various
newspapers and magazines in Texas and the
Southeast, including The State, Osceola
Newsweekly,  Carolina Lifestyle, and
the Charlotte Observer. He holds a degree in
Theater from Trinity University in San
Antonio, an M.A. in Spanish from Texas Tech
and a Ph.D. in Literary Composition at Boston
University, where he wrote his dissertation

under the direction of British poet Geoffrey
Hill. He is teaching English parttime at

Columbia College.

Sharon Albert Honore, Ph.D. is the
former Chairperson and current
Associate Professor of  the
Department of Communication, Art
Theatre and Music at the University
of the Virgin Islands on St. Thomas
(STT) and St. Croix (STX). She is mass
communication  internship/faculty
advisor to Black News Channel HBCU
Show, the UVI Voice 2.0, online
student newspaper, and the state
monitor for the Dow Jones
Newspaper Fund.

Dr. Williams holds a Religion and
History ~ with  Concentration in
Biblical Africa Studies from Atlantic
Union College, a Masters —
Egyptology and African Studies from
Union Institute University and PH.D.
Interdisciplinary Studies (Philosophy,
African Studies, Biblical
Archaeology) from Union Institute
University. He has written six texts
and have had three archeological
tours in Egypt and Sudan.

Teri A. Burnette, a professor, currently
serves as Chair of the Media Studies
Department at Paine College in Augusta,
GA. Burnette received her Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Communications from St.
Augustine's University, Raleigh, NC, and
earned the Master of Fine Arts Degree in
Film Production at Howard University.
Professor Burnette uses her creative
talents and innate visual strengths as an
independent  filmmaker under the
auspices of her own production company.

Tierra Smith
History Major
Career Goal: History Teacher

Hezekiah Hartry
History Major

Career Goal: Business Owner



Nurturing Leaders. Changing Lives.
<_ HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

THE URITED METHODIST CHURCH

The United Methodiswt Church
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MORRIS

MUSEUM of ART

The Morris Museum of Art is the oldest museum in the country dedicated to the art
and artists of the American South and the only art museum in the Central Savannah
River Area. Its collection includes more than five thousand works of art—paintings,
works on paper, photographs, and sculptures—dating from the late-eighteenth
century to the present. In addition, the museum hosts more than fifteen temporary
special exhibitions annually and a rich variety of public programs, as well

as administers outreach programs throughout the community.

The Morris is open to the public Tuesday—Saturday, 10:00 a.m.—=5:00 p.m.; Sunday, noon—
5:00 p.m. Museum admission is FREE every Sunday and FREE for members and children ages
12 and under; $3 for seniors, students, and military with 1.D.; and $5 for adults.

Visit, tour, and experience the Morris Museum of Art—the museum of the South.
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Letitia Tyce, President

Target 4: Black Arts Movement &
Harlem Renaissance
Zeta Xi Omega Chapter
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc.



HUMANITIES PARTNERS
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1010 BROAD STREET, AUGUSTA, GA
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President, Dr. Cheryl Evans Jones
President Dr. Mary Schmidt Campbell
Dr. Curtis Martin Provost, Vice President of Academic Affairs
Vice President and Dean of Student Affairs
Dr. Marci Middleton, Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs
Office of Academic Affairs
Dr. Belinda Wheeler
Apostle Doris Wellington
Dr. Matthew Teustch
Session Presenters
Performers
Paine College Students
Paine College Faculty
Paine College Staff
Ms. Frances Wimberly
Mrs. Peggy Hines
Harlem Renaissance Administrative Group
Department of Humanities
Department Chairs
Dr. Gloria Bennett, Dr. Okoroafor Nzeh, Dr. Raul Peters
Dr. Elias Etinge, Professor Teri Burnette
Session Moderators
Paine College Student Session Presenters
and Advisors Professor Kimberly Baxter and Professor Beth Siciliano
IT Department
Mr. Kornelius Taylor
Mr. James Daggett
Augusta Convention and Visitors Center-Iman Johnson and Aisha Ashley
Business Office
Dr. Lula Williams
Dr. Lola Richardson
Office of Institutional Advancement-Helene Carter
Caesar Quispe
Townhall Meeting Contributors and Moderator Dee Griffin
Augusta Technical College Literary Roundtable Chair and Panelists
Black Academics Matter Roundtable Chair and Panelists



