PAINE COLLEGE
Office of Financial Aid
1235 Fifteenth Street Augusta, GA 30901-3182

Telephone: 706-821-8262 1-800-476-7703
Fax: 706-821-8691

2015-2016 DEPENDENCY STATUS APPEAL
Dependency Status allows the student who does not meet the federal definition of independent status to inform the
Financial Aid Office of extenuating circumstances that may warrant a change in their dependency status. Proving selfsufficiency, living on your own, parent(s) refusing to pay for your college education or you do not want your parents’
assistance and have decided to pay for your own college education are not sufficient reasons for changing the dependency
status. However, if there is an unintentional, involuntary, and uncontrollable break in the relations between parents and
student, the Paine College Financial Aid Office may be able to consider you an independent student. To make that
determination we need you to complete this form along with a notarized detailed written explanation and supporting
documentation. Failure to provide any information requested will result in an automatic denial. A decision letter will be
mailed to you no later than fourteen days from the date the completed request is received by the Financial Aid Office,
including all required documentation. The decision of the Paine College Financial Aid Office is FINAL and cannot be
appealed to the U.S. Department of Education. Deadline for students attending Fall semester is September 1st of the
academic year. Deadline for students attending Spring semester is February 1st of the academic year.
PLEASE NOTE THAT AN APPEAL MUST BE DONE ON AN ANNUAL BASIS.
PLEASE PRINT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
Name:

_________________________________

ID #:

_________________

Local Address:

_________________________________

SSN:

_________________

_________________________________

Telephone #:

____________________

Check one:
____ I am applying for an initial dependency status appeal.
____ I am applying for a renewal of a previous dependency status appeal that was granted by Paine College.
Check the type of circumstance(s) that apply to your situation. Each circumstance lists three (3) required documents for you to submit
to the Financial Aid Office.

□ Your custodial parent has died and the other natural parent is living.

You, however, have not had contact with or
received any financial support from the living parent for a significant period of time.
Required Documentation:
 Notarized letter from you explaining the situation in detail
 A copy of the death certificate for the deceased custodial parent
 A notarized letter from an objective third party which supports your claim that you have not lived with or received
financial support from the non-custodial parent for a significant period of time.

CONTINUED

□ Your family situation is untenable.

The dysfunction may result from physical abuse, emotional abuse, or drug or alcohol
abuse. In many cases, a professional counselor has counseled you to live apart from your parent(s).
Required Documentation:
 Notarized letter from you explaining the situation in detail
 A letter (on official letterhead) explaining the situation in detail from a social worker, psychologist, medical doctor, or
another counseling professional
 Police reports, court reports or documentation from a social agency

□ You do not meet the independent definition, but you are divorced with no dependents.
Required Documentation:
 Divorce Decree
 Attach a copy of your 2013 IRS Tax Transcript
 Did your parent(s) provide you with any support in 2013? _____ Yes _____ No If yes, amount of support
$__________

Certification Statement
I hereby certify that all information contained in this appeal is true and complete to the best of my
knowledge. I have not knowingly or intentionally provided any fraudulent documentation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_
Student Signature

Date

*****FOR OFFICE USE ONLY****
APPROVED ______

DENIED ______

REVIEWED BY _________________________________________ DATE __________________________
COMMENT(S):

