
Paine College Announces 2026 Commencement and Reunion Weekend Activities 

AUGUSTA, GA — Paine College proudly announces its 2026 Commencement and Reunion 
Weekend, scheduled for Thursday, May 7 through Saturday, May 9, 2026. The weekend will 
bring together graduates, alumni, families, and friends for a series of celebratory events honoring 
academic achievement, legacy, and the enduring spirit of Lion Pride. 

The three-day celebration will feature a variety of events designed to commemorate the Class of 
2026 while welcoming alumni back to campus for Reunion Weekend 2026. 

The weekend will officially begin on Thursday, May 7, with a Welcome Reception from 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the second floor of Candler Library. The reception will provide an 
opportunity for alumni and guests to reconnect and kick off the weekend’s festivities. 

On Friday, May 8, the College will host the Presidential Commencement Luncheon and Golden 
Agers Induction Ceremony at 11:00 a.m. in Candler Library. This signature event honors alumni 
celebrating 50 years since graduation. Later that afternoon, the Baccalaureate Service will be 
held at 3:00 p.m. in Gilbert Lambuth Memorial Chapel, offering a moment of reflection and 
inspiration for graduating seniors. The day will conclude with a Major Donor Recognition 
Reception from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Pinnacle Club. This event is invitation-only and 
will recognize individuals whose generosity continues to advance the College’s mission. 

Commencement exercises will take place on Saturday, May 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at 
the HEAL Complex. Family, friends, faculty, and staff will gather to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the graduating class. Immediately following the ceremony, graduates will 
participate in the distribution of degrees from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the HEAL Complex 
Large Classroom. 

The weekend will conclude with a College Cookout from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Peters 
Campus Center Veranda and Grounds, offering a relaxed and festive atmosphere for the Paine 
community to celebrate together. 

As part of Reunion Weekend 2026, Paine College will recognize alumni from classes ending in 
“1” and “6.” Alumni are encouraged to pre-register to take advantage of discounted rates, which 
include a commemorative reunion polo and tickets to select events. 

“Commencement at Paine College is more than a ceremony—it is a sacred milestone that affirms 
the resilience, purpose, and promise of our students,” said Dr. Lester A. McCorn, President of 
Paine College. “As we celebrate the Class of 2026 and welcome our alumni back home, we 
honor a legacy rooted in faith, scholarship, and service. This weekend reflects the power of a 
Paine education to transform lives and communities, and we look forward to witnessing our 
graduates’ step boldly into their next chapter as leaders and change agents in the world.” 

For more information about Commencement and Reunion Weekend, including registration 
details, visit www.paine.edu. 


